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DETAILED ACTION 

Request for Continued Examination 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 

1 . 1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 

2. Amendment received October 8, 2010 has been entered into record. Claims 14 and 19- 
23 remain pending. 

Response to Amendment 

3. This office action is in response to the Applicants' Amendment filed on October 8, 2010. 
Applicants amended claims 14 and 20 and added claim 23. Claims 14 and 19-23 are 
presented for further consideration and examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 14 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Duttaetal. (US6615212B1), in view of Meltzer et al. (US6226675B1), in view of Herz 
(US7483871 B2) and further in view of Paltenghe et al. (US7200578B2). 


6. With regard to claims 14 and 20 , Dutta discloses a gateway device that provides 
subscriber computers transparent network access, the device comprising: 

• providing a subscriber computer with access to at least one network via the 
network system; (Dutta, col. 7, lines 47-62) 

Dutta discloses, "Transcoding framework 608 includes HTTP request transform 
plugin 610 for converting HTTP request 604 received from client 602 into a 
modified HTTP request 612 compatible with originating server 614, where the 
requested content is located. As shown in FIG. 7, transcoding proxy server 606 
receives server response 702 in Extensible Markup Language (XML) data 
format. Transcoding framework 608 also includes XML to HTML transcoder 
plugin 704. XML to HTML transcoder plugin 704 converts server response 702 
from XML data format to an HTML data format and sends HTML data 706 to 
client 602 for processing". Hence, Dutta teaches of the transcoder framework 
608 (i.e., Applicants' subscriber interface) located on the transcoding proxy 
server 606 (i.e., Applicants' gateway device) converting requests in one format to 
requests in a second format (i.e., Applicants' adapting to subscriber computers) 
and sending (i.e., Applicants' facilitating communications between) HTML data 
706 to client 602 (i.e., Applicants' subscriber computers) from originating server 
614 on a network (i.e., Applicants' at least one network). 
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• adapting, at the gateway device network system, to the subscriber computer to 
facilitate communications between the subscriber computer and the at least one 
network; (Dutta, col. 7, lines 47-62) 

Dutta discloses, "Transcoding framework 608 includes HTTP request transform 
plugin 610 for converting HTTP request 604 received from client 602 into a 
modified HTTP request 612 compatible with originating server 614, where the 
requested content is located. As shown in FIG. 7, transcoding proxy server 606 
receives server response 702 in Extensible Markup Language (XML) data 
format. Transcoding framework 608 also includes XML to HTML transcoder 
plugin 704. XML to HTML transcoder plugin 704 converts server response 702 
from XML data format to an HTML data format and sends HTML data 706 to 
client 602 for processing". Hence, Dutta teaches of the transcoder framework 
608 (i.e., Applicants' subscriber interface) located on the transcoding proxy 
server 606 (i.e., Applicants' gateway device) converting requests in one format to 
requests in a second format (i.e., Applicants' adapting to subscriber computers) 
and sending (i.e., Applicants' facilitating communications between) HTML data 
706 to client 602 (i.e., Applicants' subscriber computers) from originating server 
614 on a network (i.e., Applicants' at least one network). 

• receiving an XML command at the network system from the billing and content 
server; (Dutta, col. 7, lines 47-62) 

Dutta discloses, "Transcoding framework 608 includes HTTP request transform 
plugin 610 for converting HTTP request 604 received from client 602 into a 
modified HTTP request 612 compatible with originating server 614, where the 
requested content is located. As shown in FIG. 7, transcoding proxy server 606 
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receives server response 702 in Extensible Markup Language (XML) data 
format. Transcoding framework 608 also includes XML to HTML transcoder 
plugin 704. XML to HTML transcoder plugin 704 converts server response 702 
from XML data format to an HTML data format and sends HTML data 706 to 
client 602 for processing". Hence, Dutta teaches of the transcoder plugin 704 
(i.e., Applicants' XML interface) located on the transcoding proxy server 606 (i.e., 
Applicants' gateway device located at a network access point) receiving (i.e., 
Applicants' communicating) responses from the originating server 614 (i.e., 
Applicants' external device), converting server responses 702 from XML data 
format to an HTML data format (i.e., Applicants' via a series of XML commands 
and responses), and sending (i.e., Applicants' supporting communications) the 
resulting HTML data 706 to client 602 (i.e., Applicants' subscriber computers) 
from originating server 614 (i.e., Applicants' external device). Since, the 
responses from originating server 614 already converted to HTML format by the 
transcoding proxy server, the client 602 (i.e., Applicants' subscriber computer) 
does not need to support XML (i.e., Applicants' without requiring the subscriber 
computers to support XML commands and responses). 

• transmitting an XML response from the network system to the billing and content 
server, the XML response comprising a confirmation identifier based on the 
authorization result. (Dutta, col. 7, lines 45-62) 

Dutta discloses, "As shown in FIG. 7, transcoding proxy server 606 receives 
server response 702 in Extensible Markup Language (XML) data format. 
Transcoding framework 608 also includes XML to HTML transcoder plugin 704. 
XML to HTML transcoder plugin 704 converts server response 702 from XML 
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data format to an HTML data format and sends HTML data 706 to client 602 for 
processing". 

However, Dutta does not explicitly disclose, 

• parsing the XML command to determine a type of operation requested by the 
billing and content server and to determine a user associated with the XML 
command; 

Meltzer teaches, 

• parsing the XML command to determine a type of operation requested by the 
billing and content server and to determine a user associated with the XML 
command; (Meltzer, col. 6, lines 40-48; col. 78, lines 45-49) 

Meltzer discloses, "In addition, the definitions of the transactions and the 
definitions of the participant interfaces all comprise documents specified 
according to a technique compliant with XML or other standardized document 
expression language. At such market maker node, data comprising a document 
is received over a communication network. The document is parsed according to 
the specifications to identify an input document in one or more transactions which 
accept the identified input document". Hence, Meltzer teaches of a market 
marker node receiving (i.e., Applicants' building section for communicating) an 
input document, parsing the document by a parser (implied) (i.e., Applicants' 
parser front end), translating the document from XML to another format by the 
interface (i.e., Applicants' XML interface), identifying (i.e., Applicants' 
determining) one or more transactions (i.e., Applicants' type of operation) from 
the parsed document from the originating participant node (i.e., Applicants' 
external device). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Meltzer with the teaching of Dutta 
to improve electronic commerce by enabling the translation of documents to facilitate 
interaction amongst diverse platforms of the trading partner networks. 

However, Dutta and Meltzer do not explicitly disclose, 

• receiving an XML command at the network system from the billing and content 
server; 

• parsing the XML command to determine a type of operation requested by the 
billing and content server and to determine a user associated with the XML 
command; 

• receiving an authorization result from the hotel property management system; 
and 

• transmitting an XML response from the network system to the billing and content 
server, the XML response comprising a confirmation identifier based on the 
authorization result. 

Herz teaches, 

• receiving an XML command at the network system from the billing and content 
server; (Herz, col. 56, lines 44-50) 

Herz discloses, "This is accomplished by the user establishing a pseudonymous 
data communications connection as described above to a proxy server S.sub.2, 
which provides front-end access to the data communication network N. The 
proxy server S.sub.2 maintains a list of authorized pseudonyms and their 
corresponding public keys and provides access and billing control". 
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• parsing the XML command to determine a type of operation requested by the 
billing and content server and to determine a user associated with the XML 
command; (Herz, col. 56, lines 44-50) 

Herz discloses, "This is accomplished by the user establishing a pseudonymous 
data communications connection as described above to a proxy server S.sub.2, 
which provides front-end access to the data communication network N. The 
proxy server S.sub.2 maintains a list of authorized pseudonyms and their 
corresponding public keys and provides access and billing control". 

• receiving an authorization result from the hotel property management system; 
and (Herz, col. 56, lines 44-50) 

Herz discloses, "This is accomplished by the user establishing a pseudonymous 
data communications connection as described above to a proxy server S.sub.2, 
which provides front-end access to the data communication network N. The 
proxy server S.sub.2 maintains a list of authorized pseudonyms and their 
corresponding public keys and provides access and billing control". 

• transmitting an XML response from the network system to the billing and content 
server, the XML response comprising a confirmation identifier based on the 
authorization result. (Herz, col. 56, lines 44-50) 

Herz discloses, "This is accomplished by the user establishing a pseudonymous 
data communications connection as described above to a proxy server S.sub.2, 
which provides front-end access to the data communication network N. The 
proxy server S.sub.2 maintains a list of authorized pseudonyms and their 
corresponding public keys and provides access and billing control". 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Herz with the teaching of Dutta 
and Meltzer to improve electronic commerce by enabling the translation of 
documents to facilitate interaction amongst diverse platforms of the trading partner 
networks. 

However, Dutta, Meltzer and Herz do not explicitly disclose, 

• transmitting data in a call accounting record format to the hotel property 
management system, the data in the call accounting record format configured to 
authorize and bill an account associated with the user in accordance with data in 
the XML command; 

Paltenghe teaches, 

• communicating with the hotel property management system to authorize and bill 
an account associated with the user in accordance with data in the XML 
command; (Paltenghe, col. 5, lines 20-26; col.4, line 64 - col.5, line 2) 
Paltenghe discloses, "Storing data in a self describing meta language, such as 
XML format, facilitates transfer and use of data by third parties. With proper 
account owner access authorization, the service facilitates access and 
understanding of stored personal information, which should reduce the dollar and 
time cost of services provided by third party professional service providers, such 
as accountants or physicians". Paltenghe discloses, "The consumer's 
information can be made securely and privately available, for example, through 
"set top boxes" i.e., cable system boxes used on television, and having advanced 
architecture such as RISC based technology, in hotel rooms or on terminals in 
emergency hospitals upon authorized demand via smart cards or other similar 
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devices". Hence, Paltenghe teaches of transferring (i.e., Applicants' 
communicating) billing authorization from the user (i.e., Applicants' authorize and 
bill an account associated with the user) in XML format (i.e., Applicants' in 
accordance with data in the XML command) to third parties such as hotels (i.e., 
Applicants' hotel property management), hospitals, etc. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the teaching of Paltenghe with the teaching of 
Dutta, Meltzer and Herz to allow the consumer the ability to control and define 
access to their information for authorizing payment of services while preserving the 
consumer's personal privacy. 

7. With regard to claims 19 and 21-22 , Dutta, Meltzer, Herz and Paltenghe disclose a 
gateway device that provides subscriber computers transparent network access (see 
claims 14 and 20 rejection as detailed above). 

• wherein communicating with the hotel property management system comprises 
transmitting a second XML command to the hotel property management system.. 
(Herz, pg.6, col.2) 

Meltzer discloses, '"Servicing With Software; The Current Trend In Hotel 
Property-Management Systems Gets Back To The Basics: Improving Guest 
Service; Includes Property Management Systems Terminology, " Information 
Access Company, vol. 208, No. 16, Sep. 20, 2 pages, cited by other". 

• wherein the XML command includes data representing a payment amount and a 
room number. (Herz, pg.6, col.2) 
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Meltzer discloses, '"Servicing With Software; The Current Trend In Hotel 
Property-Management Systems Gets Back To The Basics: Improving Guest 
Service; Includes Property Management Systems Terminology, " Information 
Access Company, vol. 208, No. 16, Sep. 20, 2 pages, cited by other". 


8. With regard to claim 23 . Dutta, Meltzer, Herz and Paltenghe disclose a gateway device 
that provides subscriber computers transparent network access (see claim 20 rejection 
as detailed above). 

• wherein the format specific to the hotel property system is a call accounting 
record format. (Paltenghe, col. 5, lines 20-26) 

Paltenghe discloses, "Storing data in a self describing meta language, such as 
XML format, facilitates transfer and use of data by third parties. With proper 
account owner access authorization, the service facilitates access and 
understanding of stored personal information, which should reduce the dollar and 
time cost of services provided by third party professional service providers, such 
as accountants or physicians". 


Response to Arguments 

9. Applicants' arguments with respect to claims 14 and 20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 


10. 


Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Duong whose telephone number is 571/272-391 1 . The 
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examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Joseph Avellino 
can be reached on 571/272-3905. The fax phone numbers for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned are 571/273-8300 for regular communications 
and 571/273-8300 for After Final communications. 

/Thomas Duong/ 

Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 

October 22, 2010 


/Joseph E. Avellino/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 


